


February 7, 2010

Dear All,

Welcome to the third annual Junior FIRST LEGO League Exposition!

I’m so excited that today is finally here.  After months of hard work and 
planning, we can finally see the finished products.  I’m so proud of all 
the teams, coaches, parents, volunteers, reviewers, and everyone here.  
We could not have done this without everyone’s help, so I thank you all 
for what you have done.

Coming into the Jr. FLL Program this year we faced both challenges 
and blessings.  We were lucky to have so many great people return to 
our program; people like Ellyn Savard, who I have personally seen to 
work year round bringing the program to Girl Scouts of various ages in 
the state; or, Steve Rigo, aka Captain Propeller, who come back each 
year for the sole purpose of the kids’ enjoyment.   These people and 
others have provided Stamford Robotics with a strong foundation to 
continuously build on, be it with Lego’s or with smiles.

One of the best things about this year’s program is the way we were 
able to expand the number of kids we reached.  Instead of focusing on 
only schools, our Jr. FLL Program has grown to involve community
teams as well, making this a real Stamford event.  It makes me so happy 
to see how many more kids have participated in a program like Jr. FLL.  
We have a total of 30 teams this year, which is an amazing 10 teams 
more than we had at our first Expo.  I can’t wait to see how we grow in 
following years.

When I was a member of the S.M.A.R.T. FLL Team, one of the most 
important lessons we learned was how to work like a team.  Today
reminds me of those lessons, and how my coaches taught us that every 
individual brings something unique to the table, but when we all work 
together, we can create something no one else could alone.  Look
around at the teams, volunteers, and observers today.  It's nothing short 
of inspirational to see how so many people can come together for such 
an event, and I can't wait to see how much more we can grow. 
Enjoy the Exposition, and thank you to everyone! 

Regards, 

Rachel Winsor

Respect each other in the best 
spirit of teamwork

Behave with courtesy and 
compassion for others at all times

Honor the spirit of friendly 
competition

Act with integrity

Demonstrate gracious 
professionalism

Encourage others to adopt these 
values
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February 7, 2010

Dear Friends:

I am pleased and proud to express congratulations and 
appreciation to all of the participants in today’s Junior FIRST 
LEGO League Expo, and honored to support you.

This competition is a great example of quality hands-on 
education.  The Junior FIRST LEGO League and Stamford 
Robotics have successfully brought together young learners to 
experience and show how science and technology directly impact 
the lives of everyone.  I hope that today’s participants will be 
encouraged to continue this inspiring and exciting career path.

All of the students here today are to be congratulated on their 
dedication and teamwork.  I thank every one of the mentors, 
coaches, volunteers, and teammates.

Thank you for this opportunity to share in your work and 
dedication to helping Connecticut’s children reach for their 
dreams.

Many thanks, and warmest regards.

Sincerely,

RICHARD BLUMENTHAL

February 7, 2010 

Dear LEGO Enthusiasts,  

I would like to welcome you to the 3rd Annual Junior First LEGO 
League Expo, “SMART MOVE”. As one of an estimated 400 
people attending today’s event, you have helped make Jr. FLL an 
institution in Stamford. This year in particular, the number of 
teams has grown exponentially, to 30!    

This year’s Jr. FLL expo encompasses the theme of 
transportation. Since the invention of the wheel in 3500 BC, 
human curiosity has led to many improvements that have allowed 
us to travel farther, faster, and in a more sophisticated manner. 
Likewise, our students have put their curiosity to the test in 
learning important facts about transportation’s effect on global 
markets, energy, and the interdependence of modern societies. 

The Jr. FLL Exposition’s three sponsors, the Stamford Public 
Education Foundation, Parent Teacher Council of Stamford, and 
Stamford Robotics have done a great job organizing today’s 
event. Thanks to Pitney Bowes and Kiwanis for providing 
volunteers and the funds to start and support several teams this
year. Finally, today would not be possible without the student 
mentors, parents, educators, engineers, and community leaders 
who have made Jr. FLL a resounding success – and such a 
positive learning and social activity for so many children.  Enjoy 
the day and good luck to all.

Sincerely,

Joshua P. Starr, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools



February 7, 2010 

Dear Jr. FLL Teams and Guests, 

Welcome to the Connecticut regional Junior FIRST LEGO League tournament, 
and we know that today will be full of excitement, creativity, problem solving, 
teamwork and, most importantly, fun! 

You may know that the word “LEGO” is formed from two Danish words “Leg 
Godt,” which together means “play well.” Here at the LEGO Group, children 
like you are our role models because you are curious, creative and imaginative. 
You embrace discovery and wonder and you thrive on learning. These are 
critical skills that we believe should be nurtured and stimulated throughout our 
lives, because they help to build a bright and promising tomorrow. 

By participating in Jr. FLL, you are preparing for a future of lifelong creative 
learning. Today’s workforce needs employees who are open-minded, crave new 
impulses and are prepared to challenge traditional ways of working and learning. 
We believe that creativity and imagination, exercised through LEGO play, are 
the foundation of innovation in the workplace. You are the builders of 
tomorrow. We are thrilled to support Dean Kamen’s and JFLL’s mission to help 
each of you develop those qualities that will help place you among the ranks of 
these fine leaders to become a creative contributor to the future. 

This year’s challenge is Smart Move. Working together through the Jr. FLL 
challenge, you are empowered to not only learn about this important global 
issue, but also to explore creative solutions that unite communities around the 
task of doing what we can to improve transportation methods. At LEGO Group, 
we have recently been focused on how we can improve our manufacturing and 
distribution practices to make our own operations more efficient. We identified 
one big opportunity in the shipment of LEGO sets to retail stores, and we have 
worked to optimize our packaging and palletizing processes to ship less “air” or 
empty space on our pallets. All tolled, by reducing our box sizes by about 7%, 
we will save 500 truck journeys in the U.S. in one year, and now we are looking 
at other ways in which we can make a difference. I’m certain that through your 
experiences preparing for today’s event, you have also identified ideas and 
solutions for changing the way we go about daily transportation issues. 

All of your friends here at LEGO Systems are thrilled to see the fantastic ways 
in which you are using our play materials. Please, continue to be curious and 
creative, dream big and imagine all of the possibilities before you and then set 
out to bring them to life. 

And, of course, have fun! 

Play well, 

Søren Torp Laursen
President, LEGO Systems Inc. 
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State Senator Andrew J. McDonald 

State Senator Andrew J. McDonald 
represents the 27th Senatorial District of 
Stamford and Darien in the Connecticut State 
Legislature.  In that role, he serves as a 
member of the Transportation Committee, 
which oversees all of Connecticut’s highways 
and bridges, navigation, aeronautics, mass 

transportation and railroads, as well as the state Department of
Transportation, the State Traffic Commission and the state 
Department of Motor Vehicles.

Stamford and Fairfield County have some of the busiest roads 
and highways in the state; every week, more than a million cars 
cross the border between Greenwich and New York. Because the 
issue is so important to his area, Senator McDonald has been a 
very active member of the Transportation Committee. He has 
voted to invest billions of dollars in state money to improve 
Connecticut’s transportation infrastructure (like its highways and 
bridges), but also for projects dealing with the Metro North 
commuter trains and parking facilities, so that people who live in 
southwestern Connecticut can quickly and easily commute back 
and forth to work. That money has also been used to plan a new 
parking garage in downtown Stamford and to help motorists who 
get stranded on the Merritt Parkway. 

Senator McDonald has also introduced bills in the legislature that 
try to reduce traffic congestion in cities, put up sound barriers 
along the highways in Stamford and Darien so neighbors don’t 
have to hear a lot of truck noise, and expand the hours that truck 
weigh stations are open so more unsafe trucks can be caught and 
taken off the roads.  He also re-wrote an existing state law to 
allow Darien’s Safe Rides program to operate after midnight so 
that teenagers can get safe rides home late at night. 

It is important to keep Connecticut’s roads, rails and bridges safe 
and in good shape, and Senator McDonald is working hard up in 
Hartford to make sure that happens.
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February 7, 2010

I'd like to welcome everyone to our 3rd annual 
Jr. FLL Expo in Stamford.  We're thrilled to have  30 
motivated teams of young people, excited about science and 
LEGO, and representing several schools and community 
organizations. We even have a New Jersey – Connecticut 
alliance team and a home school team with us this year!

The vision of FIRST is “to transform our culture by creating a 
world where science and technology are celebrated and where 
young people dream of becoming science and technology 
heroes.”.  I think we've made a great start of it here in 
Stamford, but there is still much more that we can do!  We can 
make sure that kids don't lose the excitement about science and 
technology that they feel today by offering FIRST programs at 
all levels.  Let's lead the way by starting FLL teams for 5th to
8th graders, and FIRST Robotics Teams in our High Schools.  
In this way we can help FIRST and inventor Dean Kamen to 
build the pipeline of “technology heroes” that we so 
desperately need for the future of our country, and our planet!

Before you leave today I invite you to add your name and 
email to our mailing list!  Find out about how you can help 
Stamford Robotics to build these programs in Stamford both 
for your children as they get older, and for all the other 
children to come.

Peter Dowling
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What is Stamford Robotics?
www.stamfordrobotics.org

Stamford Robotics is a local organization formed by former FLL and Jr. 
FLL coaches and mentors.  The goal of Stamford Robotics: to bring the 
positive impact of FLL and Jr. FLL to the lives of more young people.  
With our third annual Jr. FLL Expo in Stamford we hope to engage our 
youth and our community in these exciting programs.  Join us to continue 
this mission as we continue to develop these programs in years to come.

What is FIRST LEGO League?

Founded as a partnership between FIRST and The LEGO Group, FLL is 
an exciting and fun global robotics program for students from 9 to 14 
years old.  FLL teams build real autonomous robots using LEGO parts 
and the programmable LEGO NXT brick.  Each team designs, builds and 
programs their team robot to compete on the FLL playing field.  They get 
points for the number of missions their robots can accomplish within 2.5 
minutes.  The competition is intense, but FLL teams never forget the spirit 
of Gracious Professionalism.    In addition to the robot game, FLL teams 
do a fun research project on a new theme each year.  FLL brings the 
excitement of sports to robotics, science and technology.  It is a 
challenge – most kids have never worked this hard in their lives.  But 
when it's over, they'll remember how they learned to solve real problems 
and work as part of a real team.

What is Junior FIRST LEGO League?  

Junior FIRST LEGO League brings the fun of its "big brother" FLL to kids 
age 6 to 9.  Jr. FLL teams work on the same challenge theme as FLL.  
They learn about teamwork, and start to develop a love for science and 
technology.

What is FIRST? 

FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) is 
the organization that started it all!  They run competitions for elementary 
all the way through high school.  Find our more at www.usfirst.org. 
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Rosemary Bittel, Graphic Designer – “I have been 
involved with Jr. FLL and FLL for the past 5 years.  
This was my first year as a coach.  I am amazed at 
the amount of enthusiasm and energy the children 
have when working with LEGOs.  These programs 
are great at teaching teamwork!”

Steve Rigo (aka Captain Propeller, just one year 
older), Mechanical Engineer, FLL mentor and coach
– “In my work with LEGO teams, I have seen how 
children can learn basic building techniques relating 
to LEGO Robotics, motion, wheel friction and basic 
engineering principles.  They develop strong 
friendships and learn to work closely as a team.”

Seema Winsor, Program Manager, Pitney Bowes 
Inc. – (aka Coach “S”), Co-Founder Stamford 
Robotics – “Thirty Jr. FLL teams, 30+ Junior 
Mentors and a FLL program on the rise bear 
testimony to how much fun and meaningful these 
programs are. Jr. FLL Expo is a great place for all 
of us to celebrate the success of our community.”

Rachel Winsor, Junior, Stamford High School 
Junior Mentor Coordinator and Girl Scouts FLL 
mentor – “I've been involved with FLL for over 7 
years, and still it never ceases to amaze me.”

Felcia Tam , Senior, Center for Global Studies  
Junior Mentor - “I started with FLL when I was in 
middle school. I have been a Jr. FLL mentor for last 
3 years and enjoyed promoting the FLL values.”
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John Tam – “I found FLL to be a very good 
educational and challenging experience for middle 
school students. My daughter learned a lot about 
programming and engineering in her 2 years with 
FLL and is now 3 years mentoring the Toquam Jr. 
FLL team.”

Linda Kuehn – “The skills my children acquired by 
participating in Jr. FLL and FLL have helped them 
in school and socially. I highly recommend FLL for 
all children.”

Barbara Rigo – “I’ve been so impressed to see the 
children on LEGO teams having fun, while learning 
to work together as a team, showing respect for 
each other, and gaining confidence in their 
technical skills.”

Jonathan Kuehn – “One of the values I have 
learned from FLL is to encourage young kids to 
develop a love for science.”

Mackenzie Kuehn – “This year I helped build the 
trophies for the EXPO. It was a lot of fun!”

Mark Kuehn – “The excitement and self esteem 
children get from trying to solve real world problems 
is fantastic.”

Nick Kuehn – “”I have enjoyed my time as a Jr. 
FLL member and an EXPO reviewer.”

Jyotsna (JoJo) Winsor – “In Jr. FLL we are a part 
of something that exceeds immediate gratification.  
We are learning from the minds of the past, 
applying our skills to the present, and inspiring a 
generation of big thinkers to take us into the future.  
This is a formula that cannot be easily duplicated..”
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Mallika Winsor , Freshman University of Connecticut
“Being involved with FIRST LEGO League since I was 
ten years old, I quickly came to appreciate all aspects 
of the program. As a participant, I learned to challenge 
myself – both on the academic front as well as on a 
team-building level. As a mentor, I learned to 
appreciate the knowledge of my own mentors, and the 
huge commitment such a position required. As a Jr. 
FLL coach, I learned how to explain intricate details at 
an elementary-friendly level, and to guide younger 
students to find their own successes. Hosting the first 
Jr. FLL Expo two years ago taught me so much about 
all of the work that goes into creating and executing an 
event, and made me truly appreciate the countless 
hours adults had been working on my behalf all these 
years. Last year I was honored to pass the torch to my 
younger sisters and am proud to see that they have 
carried this program even further. FLL and Jr. FLL are 
truly family and community-oriented programs.”

Co-founder of Stamford Robotics 
Honored With 

"Women of Innovation" Award

We are very pleased to announce that Seema Winsor , co-
founder of Stamford Robotics, was honored on January 20th with 
the 2010 Women of Innovation award by the Connecticut 
Technology Council in the category of "Community Innovation 
and Leadership".

The award recognizes women in the work force who are 
innovators, role models and leaders in the technology, science 
and engineering fields. 

As an organization with the goal of "Improving the world, one 
child and one community at a time", Kiwanis and Jr. FLL are 
ideally suited. Jr. FLL helps develop critical thinking and 
reasoning, promotes teamwork and inspires the imagination of 
the children who participate. It also provides important 
leadership development in the high school students who plan 
and run the Expo. The Kiwanis Club of Stamford could not be 
more proud of the Jr. FLL Expo Program and our our teams at 
KT Murphy and Stillmeadow Elementary Schools. "

Christopher Tasik
Kiwanis Club of Stamford
President
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2010 Jr. FLL Expo Reviewers are:

Ed Bass, Principal Engineer & core team leader; Pitney Bowes 
Janet Bass, Director of Research & Development, San-Mar Laboratories 
Kristofor Bittel, FLL Alum and 8th grader at Scofield
Kurt Bittel, FLL Alum and sophomore at AITE
Peter Buck, Stamford Community Volunteer 
Raj Cholleti, Business Processing Leader  Pepperidge Farm 
Nicole Haniph, Manager Graphic Design, Pitney Bowes 
Michael Hoherchak,President, Phoenix Insights 
Monica Lahiri Hoherchak, Board of Education, Stamford 
Angela Lorenti, SPEF board of Directors 
Susan Nabel, SPEF Board of Directors 
Steve Rigo, Stamford Robotics
Dr. Sanford Swidler
Susan Swidler, SPEF board of Directors 
John Tam, Stamford Robotics
Matthew Tuccinardi, FLL Alum & student at Davenport 

Ed Bass - I'm looking forward to being a reviewer for the first 
time. Being a graduate from the Stamford school system and 
a holder of multiple patents, this is a great opportunity to 
come back and see what the kids have to offer. Your 
imagination, creativity, education, and teamwork can easily 
lead to great discoveries and inventions in the near future.

Janet Bass - I am quite excited to be an evaluator for the Jr. 
FLL this year in Stamford!  I can let everyone know how 
much fun I have had in my career as a Personal Care 
Product Development scientist, and how important 
encouraging creative thinking at an early age is.  I am 
hopeful that with this kind of program, the children will 
continue to nourish their “out of the box thinking” as the 
problems we face as a nation are in great need of creative 
solutions

Kristofor Bittel – “Highly recommend Jr. FLL and FLL!  It 
teaches teamwork in a fun way.”

Reviewers help us bring the collaborative-competitive spirit to the Jr FLL 
Expo. Each team is reviewed against the goals of the challenge and FLL 
values. Reviewers take special care to evaluate each team against a 
common rubric and deliberate to recognize each team’s area of 
excellence. 
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Kurt Bittel – “Jr. FLL and FLL offers a great opportunity to meet 
new people and make friends.  You learn to work as a team 
towards a common goal.  The programs inspire creativity and 
imagination.”

Peter Buck - "I have always loved LEGOs so it is very exciting 
to be a part of this event. It's great witness the creative 
teamwork displayed by our kids."

Raj Cholleti – “I was truly impressed by the energy, 
coordination, and teamwork of the LEGO League when I was 
first introduced to it. It brings kids together to achieve a common 
goal, their creativity, out of the box thinking is like nothing I’ve 
ever seen.”

Nicole Haniph – “Imagination and creativity of these young 
minds at never ceases to amaze me. I am excited to play a 
small role in the lives of these future scientists, mathematicians 
and engineers. They in turn are enriching my own.”

Michael Hoherchak – “I am thrilled to be a returning judge this 
year and am excited to see what each of the teams have come 
up with regarding this year’s science and technology challenge,  
“SMART MOVE”.  I know I will be impressed by all the team’s 
entries.   I always feel like I come away from these exhibitions
learning a lot and having fun!”

Monica Lahiri Hoherchak – “Congratulations to all the 
students participating in this year's Expo.  I am excited to see
your work. Thank you to all the volunteers who give their time to 
make this great event happen.”

Susan Nabel –”Some of the most creative teaching, active 
learning, and productive teamwork in Stamford happens in 
these Jr. FLL groups. The development going into the 
competition and the presentations that day are truly examples of
world class skills.”

Susan Swidler – “I think the Jr. FLL Expo is a fabulous way to 
introduce children to science, engineering, teamwork, project 
management and working as a team.  These are all skills they 
will need as they go through school and their careers.”

Matthew Tuccinardi – "I Joined FLL Team in the 4th grade at 
Davenport Ridge. I am now a 6th grader at Rippowam and still 
support Stamford Robotics by helping with trophy construction 
and attending the EXPO working at the FLL Robotics Exhibition 
Table".



Can Jr. FIRST LEGO League teams transform the way we look at 
transportation? The key to the 2009/2010 “Smart Move” Challenge 
is accessing people, places, goods and services in the safest, 
most efficient way possible. In this journey, teams will consider 
many modes of transportation beyond their daily routine and  
streamline their options by making smart moves!

In this year’s challenge, Jr. FLL teams were asked to learn about 
transportation?  They were asked to pick a thing (anything!) and
trace all the different ways that it travels to get to where it’s going.  
Along the way Jr. FLL teams expanded their understanding of 
transportation, and had fun!
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Can Jr. FIRST LEGO League 
Teams improve our quality of life? 
Through the 2010 Body Forward 
Challenge, Jr. FLL teams will 
explore the cutting-edge world of 
Biomedical Engineering.  Along 
the way they’ll discover how the 
body works, and ways that 
scientists and engineers are 
discovering ways to maximize our 
potential for long healthy lives!

Are you ready for 2010/2011?
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Coach: Dwayne Stephenson

Junior Mentor: Angelo Louis (age 10)

LEGO my LEGO
Team Members:

Ashley Bran (Gr. 2)
Keiry Matute (Gr. 4)

Claudia Lucien (Gr. 4)
Yossy Videa (Gr. 3)

Yovany Videa (Gr. 2)
Erik Chico (Gr. 1)

LEGO my LEGO is a rookie team looking to make an outstanding 
first impression!

Our model was carefully planned, and we hope you enjoy!
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Coach: Lamar Ranger

The Fantastic's
Team Members:

Mekeda Stephenson (Gr. 3)
Jalen Judson (Gr. 2)

Maureen Ferrer (Gr. 3)
Natalia Quezada (Gr. 3)

John Carlos Mendez (Gr. 2)
Joanna Buestan (Gr. 2)

The Fantastic's is a rookie team that is looking to have fun playing 
with Legos while learning about how things are transported from 
one area to another. One of our core values is teamwork. 
Teamwork builds strong relationship while having fun.
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Coach: Maribel Velasco

Junior Mentor: Abdias Thelemaque

Super Smart Fly High
Team Members:

Mateo Rios (Gr. 3)
Jamar Aime (Gr. 2)

Yamile Quezada (Gr. 1)
Elizabeth Larra (Gr. 2)

Anna Thelemaque (Gr. 3)
Kemisha Walker (Gr. 4) 

We  truly enjoyed working as a  team. We had fun researching 
about horses and apples; we learned that in the old age horses 
were used as transportation. We mostly enjoyed playing and 
building with Legos. We look forward to the Expo and showing 
people what we made and what we learned. 
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Coach: Amirah Dreher

Junior Mentors:  Alex Rivera (5th), Jorge Cuautla (5th)
Gabrielle McKenna (SHS)

Fire Kidz
Team Members:

Herman Lopez (Gr. 2)
Jirandy Sucuzhagnay (Gr. 1)

Luis Palencia (Gr. 1)
Carlos Chavarria (Gr. 1)
Jessica Recinos (Gr. 1)
Cristian Garcia (Gr. 2)

CTE’s After School Academy is excited to be participating for the 
1st time in the Annual LEGO Expo on February 7, 2010. This year 
we have put together 2 teams Fire Kidz and Kool Kidz. Both 
teams have been working hard to learn about transportation and 
develop their LEGO construction. The Site Coordinator is Lisa M.
James, the director of CTE’s Education and Youth Department. 
She is assisted by the Head Teacher, Kamera Dukes. Each of our 
teams consists of students, a staff coach and also student junior 
mentors. The meaning of "Teamwork" is definitely here at CTE 
After School Academy. 

(�)*	+���	

Coach: Charles Dukes

Junior Mentors: Smelanda Jean Baptist (5th), Carla Valdez (5th)
Gabrielle McKenna (SHS)

Kool Kidz
Team Members:

Ryan Sandoval (Gr. 4)
Erick Montano (Gr. 2)
Lina Cabrera (Gr. 4)

Genesis Caman (Gr. 3)
Josue Campos (Gr. 3)

Gabriella Delgado (Gr. 3)

CTE’s After School Academy is excited to be participating for the 
1st time in the Annual LEGO Expo on February 7, 2010. This year 
we have put together 2 teams Fire Kidz and Kool Kidz. Both 
teams have been working hard to learn about transportation and 
develop their LEGO construction. The Site Coordinator is Lisa M.
James, the director of CTE’s Education and Youth Department. 
She is assisted by the Head Teacher, Kamera Dukes. Each of our 
teams consists of students, a staff coach and also student junior 
mentors. CTE’s After School Academy has enjoyed all the 
learning and team work that was necessary for this exciting event.
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Coach: James Masone

Transformational Travelers 
Team Members:

Nicholas Ayars (Gr. 3)
Joseph Kopec (Gr. 3)
Alex Phillipson (Gr. 3)
Paul Tuccinardi (Gr. 4)

Alex Rocca (Gr. 4)

Jr. FLL is new to KT Murphy this year. This is the first time some 
of these students worked together. They showed team spirit and 
respect for one another and their outcome shows. We studied 
various parts of the lifecycle of the "monorail", and the 
transportation benefits it can provide. Special thanks to Stamford 
Kiwanis's for assisting us to make this program happen! 
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Coach: Rosemary Bittel

Junior Mentor: Kelsey Bittel

LEGO Builders
Team Members:

Dante Ayars (Gr. K)
Brandon Diaz (Gr. 2)
Nataly Herrera (Gr. 1)

Christopher Larriuz (Gr. 1)
Kaitlyn Masone (Gr. 1)
Bryan Ramirez (Gr. 1)

New to Jr. FLL this team was definitely not new to building with
Legos.  The kids were highly energetic which was very 
challenging to reign in at times but the team pulled together and 
had a great time building their model. 
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Coach: Susan Laramie

Junior Mentors: Dawn Winsor, Eliza Pohle

Vikings 1 
Team Members:

Georgia Decker (Gr. 2)
Patrick Raidt (Gr. 2)

Alex Holtz (Gr. 3)
Justin Mucelli (Gr. 3)
Kaelin Main (Gr. 2)

Grace O'Connor (Gr. 2)

The Vikings 1 team was excited to learn about popcorn from the
very beginning. We are a rookie team, but many of us have taken
robotic classes at King. The biggest challenge was having to limit
what we wanted to design on the board. We loved making our
own version of what popcorn looks like out of Legos.

���.

Coach: Deborah Nygaard

Junior Mentor: Stephen Zuchelli

Vikings 2
Team Members:

Jacob Savitz (Gr. 3)
Jack McOsker (Gr. 3)

Josh Lewis (Gr. 3)
Paul Noujaim (Gr. 3)

Ethan McOsker (Gr. 2)

The Vikings 2 Team was hitting home runs with this project!  We 
were amazed at the machinery used to weigh, cut, and measure a 
piece of wood to make a baseball bat. Trying out different type of 
simple machines with motors was the best part of the project.
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Coach: Kim Lowinger

Junior Mentors: Henry Pohle

Vikings 3 
Team Members:

Alec Sherman (Gr. 2)
Allison Triano (Gr. 2)
Justin Silver (Gr. 2)
Henry Pohle (Gr. 2)

Caleb Benkwitt (Gr. 2)

The Vikings 3 team get a kick out of playing with yo-yos!  We 
enjoyed using different LEGO pieces and creating our own 
designs. The biggest challenge was finding enough information on
how yo-yos are made.
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Coach: Susan Joshua

Junior Mentors: Michael Nelson, Joshua Lewis, Tyler Bruno

Quick Builders
Team Members:

Saika Belony (Gr. 4)
Karizma Dubose (Gr. 2)

Jada Marcelin (Gr. 2)
Rubens Belony(Gr. 2)

Jada Berry (Gr. 3)
Zaire Ragin (Gr. 4)

True to their name Team ‘Quick Builders’ under the able 
leadership of our junior mentors Michael and Tyler came up very 
quickly with ideas and strategies to build their model. Their cool 
car factory reflected their innovative and creative minds. They had 
no difficulty in working together as a team and listening closely to 
each other’s ideas. This experience of working together got Jada
B, Karizma, Jada M, Zaire, and Rubens to get to know each other 
better and they looked forward to working with the same team in 
the future.
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Coach: Susan Joshua

Junior Mentors: Tyler Bruno, Michael Nelson, 
Joshua Lewis, Zaire Ragin

Legos on the Go
Team Members:

Arnav Srivastava (Gr. 3)
Peter Leandre (Gr. 4)

Armando Gonzalez (Gr. 3)
Romina Casahuaman (Gr. 2)

Ashley Bruno (Gr. 1)
Divyaj Parekh (Gr. 3)

‘Legos on the Go’ was the name chosen unanimously by Joshua 
Lewis and his teammates Arnav, Peter, Armando, Divyaj, Ashley 
and Romina.  They decided to build a candy factory, which used 
different means of transportation from making the candy at the 
factory and transporting them to the stores that sold them. They
found this experience of working together fun and challenging. 
They hoped that some day they could build and use these 
vehicles themselves. They also learnt some very important life 
skills like sharing, respecting and appreciating each other’s ideas 
and thoughts.

Coaches: Naval Ahuja
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Team Member:

Nalin Ahuja (Gr. 4)

Nikhil Tungaturthy (Gr. 4)

This team represents our first attempt to partner across state lines (NJ & 
CT) and use virtual collaboration tools to develop the Smart Moves 
model and the poster. We think this is a very “Smart Move.”

Nalin’s creativity is on fire when you hand him some LEGO bricks and 
some time to make a model. Since he was 5 years old Nalin has been 
training himself on developing more and more complex models. His
largest model is built with 1200+ pieces. Nalin is now experimenting with 
programmable models & robotic capabilities using Mindstorms. Nalin
recently took 3rd place in the Pinewood Derby race with the Scouts. He 
aspires to be an engineer one day. 

Nikhil is an avid reader. He loves Harry potter and computers. He took a 
couple of semesters of LEGO classes and is really into it. He wants to go 
to MIT and major in Computer Science (for now, it may change 
tomorrow).  He is a team player and well respected among his 
classmates. He recently stood in 2nd place in the Stamford "Mathlete" 
competition.

We would like to expose Team Wii to a forum like Stamford Robotics and 
Jr. FLL so the Team can meet other kids who are interested in LEGOs
and open the door for further possibilities. This will also give them an 
opportunity to see how others create using LEGOs.
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Coach: Jennifer Chichester

Parent Coaches: Deborah Hirsch and Sharon Deluca

Team 1. The Flaming Bowsers
Ilir Hulai

Eric Holzweiss
Sam Berkowitz

Derek Ward
Chaz Powell

Rhaynna Lautore

Team 2. Alvin and the Patriot Motors
Daniel Sorial

Rachel Weiner
Nyah Hosey
Ries Allyn

Travis Powell
Sophia Negyesi

Phillip Hirsch

Team 3. Rock and Roll
Jack Palmer

Christopher Screnock
Rocky Cuscuna
Conner Robb
Will Chuhta
Hunter Blum

Team 4. American Go Girls
Samantha Chichester

Lia Chichester
Isabella Ranero
Olivia Deluca
Isabella Sorial
Megan Ward

Team 5. Techno Master Freaks
Jonathan Oliveri
Lucas Chichester

Eddie Melfi
Jack Hicks

Ari Miliaresis

Last year we had a team of eight and this year we have over 30! 
Our teams include both boys and girls and one team is all girls.
We have a junior mentor, a veteran 5th grader who was on our 
team last year, and some very enthusiastic kids.  We're already 
working hard on our projects and can't wait for the exhibition.
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For the third year in a row, we had a wonderful response to our 
invitation to come join Junior FIRST LEGO League at Northeast 
School.  Forty-one children signed up!  With five or six students 
per team, we had eight teams to organize!

When we began meeting in early January, we decided we would 
send our two fourth-grade teams to the Stamford Expo on 
February 7th.  In order to provide a similar experience for our 
third-grade teams, we will have all eight of our teams participate in 
a Northeast School Expo later that week.

It's been a busy month but once again, our administrators have 
been very accommodating, our parents have stepped forward to 
take on coaching responsibilities, and the children have worked 
hard to meet the challenges.

Thank you to the Stamford Robotics team for the wonderful 
support you've provided!
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The Northeast Transporters 
Team Members:

Jason Bria (Gr. 4)
Matt Cassara (Gr. 4)
Madeleine Gasser (4)

Josh Greenburg (Gr. 4)
Arushi Mathur (Gr. 4)

Christian Rybalko (Gr. 4)

The Northeast Transporters is a talkative and enthusiastic group
of fourth-graders.  With all the different personalities on the team, 
it's been a bit of a struggle to learn to work together and stay
focused.  They've had fun over the past month, though, and have 
come to respect each other's strengths.

Coaches: Zoe Schwart & Olga Cassara
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Miner Men 
Team Members:

Chris Ferraro (Gr. 4)
Jason Juarez (Gr. 4)
Dareios Linss (Gr. 4)

Daniel Peebles (Gr. 4)
Owen Wight (Gr. 4)

Jack Williamson (Gr. 4)

It was full speed ahead for this 
group of fourth-graders!  The 
Miner Men LOVE building with 
LEGO and by their second 
meeting, their final project was 
well underway.  This group of 
friends and mostly veteran Jr. 
FLL members is an energetic 
bunch with not much patience 
but lots of great ideas!

Coaches: Gretchen Orr  
& Susan Linss

The Amazing Stamford 
LEGO Shark Rock Band

Coach: Dianna Shattuck:

Jonathan Nicolaisen (Gr. 3)
Sam Pensiero (Gr. 3)
Eli Shattuck (Gr. 3)

Brendan Verrico (Gr. 3)
Aidan Weiss (Gr. 3)

The Super Duper 
LEGO Wizards 

Coaches: Pattie & 
Pete Chichester

Sarah Aslam (Gr. 4)
Nicole Chichester (Gr. 3)

Grace Lewis (Gr. 4)
Samantha Page (Gr. 3)

Erin Spiess (Gr. 3)
Extreme LEGO 

Gliders

Coach: Sue Boria

Stephen Grant (Gr. 3)
Rishi Jaaswal (Gr. 3)

Aidan Orr (Gr. 3)
EJ Rimerman (Gr. 3)
Dan Skigen (Gr. 3)

The Northeast 
LEGO Creators 

Coach: Jen Yamron

Erick Bustillo (Gr. 3)
Antoni Rivera (Gr. 3)
Reina Torres (Gr. 3)
Tyler Watson (Gr. 4)

The Rebuilders 

Coaches: Kate De Simone 
& Curtis Hofhine

David Barrios (Gr. 3)
Christian De Simone (Gr. 3)

Christian Hofhine (Gr. 3)
Liam MacDonald (Gr. 3)

Kyle Yelensky (Gr. 3)

LEGO Raiders 

Coaches: Jessica   
& Jim Lawler

Ian Lawler (Gr. 3)
Ben Lewis (Gr. 3)
Grady Orr (Gr. 3)
Brian Peck (Gr. 3)
Henry Zhu (Gr. 3)
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Coach: Amy Ludlam

Starburst
Team Members:

Cassandra (age 10)
Trevor (age 10)
Owen (age 9)
Declan (age 9)
Travis (age 9)
Ethan (age 9)

As a rookie team, we were learning a lot about the process and 
the topic. We found it very interesting to learn all about Legos
themselves as they are a favorite toy of our team members. 
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Coach: Valerie Mortensen

Junior Mentors: Luis Albir and Cara Kuppersmith

Super Flying Underwear
Team Members:

Carter Linask (Gr. 2)
Brian Kha (Gr. 2)

Jaden Dawkins (Gr. 2)
Deanna Gladstone (Gr. 2)
Hannah Newman (Gr. 2)

Brice Kijek (Gr. 2)

The Super Flying Underwear team is a dynamic and highly 
energetic group of 2nd graders that are super creative and funny.  
They have done well building individual LEGO models and then 
rising to the challenge of combining their creatiions to one team 
model with enthusiasm.  They are learning how to work as a team 
at this young age and to feed off each other's fun ideas during 
brainstorming sessions!! 
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Coach: Valerie Mortensen

Junior Mentors: Luis Albir and Rachel Berkrot

Tigers On The Move
Team Members:

Jason Romero (Gr. 3)
Anthony Lueck (Gr. 3)
Frank Gragg (Gr. 3)

Anothony Possidento (Gr. 3)

Tigers On The Move came up with their unique team name right 
out of the "zoo" gate.  They are exploring how zoo animals get 
transported.  This is a dedicated "thinking" team who works 
quietly yet swiftly.  They came up with a nice approach to working 
as a team to complete a LEGO model from the kit by giving each 
team member his own step in the instruction booklet to complete.
This team has veteran LEGO Leaguers Frank Gragg and Anthony 
Possidento who enjoyed LEGO League last year as 2nd graders. 
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Coach: Valerie Mortensen

Junior Mentors: Luis Albir and Stephanie Boyton

Making Cents!
Team Members:

Christopher Loffredo (Gr. 4)
David Gladstone (Gr. 4)
Andrea O'Conner (Gr. 4)

The Making Cents team is a small team of 3 with big ideas and 
creativity.  They worked together nicely to finish a team challenge 
of building a team model consisting of only yellow and green 
LEGO bricks.  These senior LEGO Leaguers are focusing their 
efforts and creativity on how coins are transported.  They work 
together nicely as a team.  Veteran LEGO Leaguers Chris 
Loffredo and David Gladstone are back for another season!
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Coach: Tanuja Gulwadi

Legoneers
Team Members:

Tyler Brown (Gr. 2)
Rahul Katre (Gr. 3)

Caroline Kollar (Gr. 2)
Daniele Manetta (Gr. 2)
Andrew Mihailoff (Gr. 2)

Anna Ozymko (Gr. 2)
Yriy Ozymko (Gr. 2)

We are a newbie team but feel we are doing great!  It has been a
lot of fun working together as a team and building the model.  Our 
coolest thing is the conveyor belt ... and we are excited we did not 
need too much help from Mom and Dad.
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Coach: Pam Tasik

Junior Mentor: Corina Restrepo

LEGO Lions
Team Members:

Ethan Anderson (Gr. 1)
Sam Guzda (Gr. 1)

Wesley Khakoo (Gr. K)
Mika Petersen (Gr. K)

Kylie Roth (Gr. 1)
Elijah Roth (Gr. 1)

Connor Tasik (Gr. K)

This team loves building and playing with lego.  They are new to 
Jr. FLL, but have had a lot of fun learning about transportation and 
building cool machines from the kit.  This has been great 
experience for them and they all want to do it again next year!
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Coach: Steve Rigo

Junior Mentor: Mike Melendez

LEGO Hunters
Team Members:

Sarah Aguirre (Gr. 4)
Leah Blank (Gr. 4)

Benjamin Cubur (Gr. 4)
Declan Donnelly (Gr. 4)

Jenny Lam (Gr. 4)
Frank Levia (Gr. 4)

Stillmeadow School had three rookie teams this year.  We are the 
4th LEGO Team!  It took us a while to get organized and work as 
a team, but then we got into a groove.  Our biggest challenge is
that we had never done this before .... but we were lucky to have 
the famous coach Steve Rigo to help us out!
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Coaches: David Patashnik and Steve Polo

Junior Mentor: Tanner Polo

Toquam LEGO Movers
Team Members:

Aaron Patashnik (Gr. 2)
Andrew Patashnik (Gr. 4)

Gabe Menendez Aponte (Gr. 4) 
Jacob Herz (Gr. 3)
Jack Polo (Gr. 4)

The Toquam LEGO Movers are thrilled to be in their 3rd year of 
the Jr. FLL program.  This year we were very interested to  learn 
all about the forms of transportation of the past, current and future 
and how it impacts the things we use every day.  

The team decided to study how lego's are created and moved and 
believe we have created some "Smart Moves" to make it even 
more efficient!
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Coach: Monica Lloyd

Junior Mentor: Felicia Tam 

Destinators
Team Members:

Joseph Medbury (Gr. 3)
Brian Mallozzi (Gr. 3)

Michael Mallozzi (Gr. 4)
Sherlock Aristizabal (Gr. 4)

A. J. Mora (Gr. 4 )
Matthew Rubino (Gr. 3)

We had a lot of funny moments together and learned from each 
other.
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Coach: Monica Lloyd

Junior Mentor: Felicia Tam 

Time to Build 
Team Members:

Rushil Jha (Gr. 2)
Katie Forgione (Gr. 2)

Amanda Olshen (Gr. 3)
Cheyenne Johnson (Gr. 3)

Lily Carroll (Gr. 2 )
Hailey Mora (Gr. 2)

We like to build with Legos. We all made part of the model.
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Juanita T. James

Juanita T. James is Chief Marketing & 
Communications Officer for Pitney Bowes 
Inc., where she is responsible for corporate 
marketing, brand management, media and 
analyst relations, employee and executive 
communications, and corporate citizenship 
and philanthropy. Before joining Pitney 
Bowes, she held senior executive 
positions at Doubleday Direct (a division of 

Bertelsmann, Inc.) and built a progressive 20-year career with 
Time Warner, Inc. A Stamford resident since 1989, Ms. James is 
deeply committed to the local community and has taken various 
leadership roles in numerous organizations, earning her the 
recognition of 2009 Stamford Citizen of the Year. Ms. James is a
Director of the Asbury Automotive Group, a Trustee of Lesley 
University and an Emeritus Trustee of Princeton University.  She
is a member of the John Caples International Awards Board, the 
Corporate Advisory Council for the Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation and a Director of Reading is Fundamental (RIF). Ms. 
James resides in Stamford with her husband, Dudley N. Williams 
Jr., and their son, Dudley N. Williams III.

“The Jr. FLL EXPO is an opportunity for students to learn about 
science and technology in a fun and relaxed atmosphere, in which
discovery and the concept of working and learning on a team is of 
the utmost importance. The experience and skills reaped from the
Jr. FLL EXPO will serve these students well into their professional 
and educational careers.”

Jr. FLL Expo SMART MOVE 
trophies designed and built 
by the FLL State Champion 

S.M.A.R.T. Team
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Luis Albir

Team: Springdale Tigers On The Move

Kelsey Bittel

Team: KT Murphy LEGO Builders

School: Scofield Magnet Middle School / Grade: 6

Future Goal: She hopes to be an Olympic swimmer to 
make her family proud.

“I had fun helping the KT Murphy team. The team liked to 
build.  I think Jr. FLL is a great program where kids can 
learn and have fun at the same time.”

Interests/Activities: Sharks Swim Team swimmer, cross 
country track, Tae Kwon Do, bike riding, reading, stamp 
collecting, volunteering at the Stamford Museum & Nature 
Center and listening to the Beatles

Stephanie Boyton

Team: Springdale Making Cents

School: Stamford High School / Grade 11

Future Goal:.

“I’ve had a great time in the Jr. FLL program. The kids’
creativity and enthusiasm is amazing to see, and I loved 
working with them. Lets make some cents!”

Interests/Activities: Soccer, Reading, Listening to music

Tyler Bruno

Team: LEAD Academy (YMCA of Stamford)

School: Newfield Elementary School / Grade: 5

Sasha Hoherchak

Team: LEAD Academy (YMCA of Stamford)

School: Stamford High School / Grade: 11

Future Goal:. Journalist

“Jr. FLL this year has been incredible.  Watching my team 
contribute ideas to create their project was so much fun 
and I really enjoyed it.  Jr. FLL has taught me the values of 
working together and leadership and is an experience that I 
will carry into the future.”

Interests/Activities: Tennis, skiing, tutoring, color guard, 
shopping 
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Cara Kuppersmith

Team: Springdale 2nd graders

School: Stamford High School / Grade 11

“I've really enjoyed mentoring my second graders. It was 
really fun to get to know all of them and see their creativity 
expand week to week. They all did such a great job! ”

Interests/Activities: Field hockey, lacrosse, crafts, and 
reading

Angelo Louis

Team: BGCS (Boys and Girls Club of Stamford)

Gabrielle McKenna        

Team: CTE Inc. 

School/Grade: Stamford High School /Grade 11

"The kids are really wonderful to work with, they built with 
such enthusiasm and determination. It feels so good to see 
that in so many younger kids."

Interests/ Activities: Track, Singing, Scrapbooking

Rachel Berkrot

Team: Tigers on the Move (Springdale School third 
graders) 

School/ Grade: Stamford High / Grade 11

"I loved working with the kids! My team is the best!"

Interests/ Activities: Art, yoga, writing, working with kids, 
world saving

Mike Melendez

Team: Stillmeadow LEGO Hunters

School: Stamford High School / Grade: 12

Future Goal:.Civil Engineer

“ I’ve been a mentor for the Jr. FLL program for three years 
and have enjoyed it very much. The kids have a passion for 
constructing different LEGO models and as I meet with my 
team at Stillmeadow, they remind me of myself and my 
passions of becoming a civil engineer. The experience of 
being a mentor for the last three years is a wonderful one 
and one that I will never forget.”
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Stephen Zuchelli

Team: King

School: Stamford High/ Grade 9 

Future Goal: to get accepted into a great college. 

“Jr. FLL mentoring has been a great experience for me by 
giving me great work experience and improving my working 
skills with young kids.”

Interests/Activities: Some of my interests are sports like 
basketball and lacrosse   

Corina Restrepo

Team: Stillmeadow/ LEGO Lions

School/Grade: Stamford High School / Grade: 11

Future Goal: Entrepreneur

“The Jr. FLL program has opened my eyes to the brilliance 
of children and how important they are to the future.”

Interests/ Activities: Dance, Writing

Felicia Tam

Team: Toquam Elementary 

School/Grade: CGS at BMHS / Grade 12

“This will be my last year mentoring a Jr. FLL team, and it’s 
been a lot of fun, a great experience, and I’d definitely do it 
again!”

Interests/Activities: : Photography, drawing

Tanner Polo

Team: Toquam Magnet

School: Eagle Hill School

Future Goal: Architect (Maybe)

Interests/Activities: Building models and things, ultimate 
Frisbee, skiing
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Alyssa Stern

Team: The Flaming Bowsers (Newfield Elementary School)

Dawn Winsor

Team: Vikings (King Lower School)

School: Stamford High School / Grade: 9

Future Goal:. Undecided

“It’s really cool to see how much the kids really know about 
everything, not just legos.  They work together great and 
sometimes I learn from them.

Interests/Activities: Field hockey, Lacrosse, Mock Trial, 
Debate, and spending time with family and friends.

Abigail Niesen

Team: Newfield

School: Stamford High School / Grade 12

"Junior First LEGO League is such a great experience for 
young kids.  It is a fun way to help motivate kids to be 
interested in science.“

Interests/Activities: Tennis, Swimming

Jasmine Magloire

Team: Boys & girls Club of Stamford

School: Davenport Elementary / Grade 4

Future Goal: NASA Scientist

“I like being part of the Jr. FLL as a Junior Mentor, because 
I enjoy helping others.”

Interests/Activities: Reading

Joshua Lewis

Team:LEAD Academy (YMCA of Stamford)

School: Stillmeadow Elementary School / Grade 5

Michael Nelson

Team:LEAD Academy (YMCA of Stamford)

School: Scofield Magnet Middle / Grade 6

Lindsay Petrizzi

Team: The Rock and Roll (Newfield)
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Kris-Asa Brown, Mail Center, Pitney Bowes Inc. –
“Jr. FLL seems to truly be a “SPORT OF THE MIND”. It 
gives children a different type of activity that helps them 
with education and life skills”

Archana Cholleti – Finance, Pitney Bowes Inc.
“It's fun and challenging to guide kids to reach their 
goal. They have lot of energy and questions, which makes 
Jr. FLL a perfect program to learn, play and practice what 
they are going to face in real life.”

Jessica Espinel-Merete, Marketing, Pitney Bowes Inc.
“It is such a honor to be able to work with such talented 

and wonderful children. I wish them all the best and look 
forward to working with them again next year!”

Charlotte Kirby, Corporate Treasury, Pitney Bowes Inc. –
“I like to inspire and enable young people to realize their 
potential through education. Young people are the future 
and it is my responsibility to make their lives better and Jr. 
FLL provides me with this opportunity.”

Suzette Magloire, Pitney Bowes Inc.
“I love to see how creative the children can, as parents we 
sometimes underestimate our children, but this program 
really allows them to shine.”

Nancy Rowe, Pitney Bowes Inc.
“This was my first experience working with the Junior First 
LEGO League.  It was very rewarding and exciting to watch 
the children interact with one another while learning how to 
work graciously as a team, learning to respect one 
another’s opinions, and learning how to accomplish their 
ultimate goal. To watch them grow and enhance their 
learning skills, development of self-esteem and creativity 
evolve was very rewarding. They truly took great pleasure 
and pride in seeing their projects to completion.  I was 
proud to be a part of this program! It showed the children 
and adults alike that you can have fun while learning in a 
thriving environment.  Great job everyone!”

Nelly Soto , Customer Operations Manager, Pitney Bowes 
Inc. - “I am honored to play a role in this program.  Kids are 
our future and what we can do now will help them.  Also 
anything to get them involved and out of trouble is a 
positive thing.”
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Ed Bass
Kris-Asa Brown
Daniel Burris
Archana Cholleti
Jessica Espinel-Merete
Nicole Haniph
Susan Jackson
Juanita James

Eileen B. Springer, Vice President of Human Resources at 
Pitney Bowes Inc. and Vice President of SPEF – "I am 
honored to be a reviewer for the Jr. FLL expo.  This is an 
awesome representation of our youth and demonstrates the 
power of what Stamford can achieve when leveraging 
parent involvement, teen mentoring, corporate funding and 
the support of the Stamford Public Schools.”

Lisa Urbano, Human Resources, Pitney Bowes Inc. – “My 
son Kyle has was a mentor for Jr. FLL for two years.  He is 
enjoyied the experience assisting the younger kids work on 
their project.  I think it is wonderful that the kids work 
together in teams to share in their accomplishment.  This 
not only teaches them about robotics and engineering but 
also the importance of working together and how each can 
contribute in a different way.”

Vernon T. Veira, Vice President, Internet & PC Software 
Development, Pitney Bowes Inc. - “This Jr. FLL Expo is 
about more than just making a model with LEGOs.  It is 
about the ability of children to work together as a team and 
explain their ideas and concepts clearly.  I found this aspect 
of Jr. FLL most encouraging as the ability to work as a team 
and together clearly articulate their understanding and tell a 
complete story is an important real life skill.”

David Williams - Global Strategic Marketing, Pitney Bowes 
Inc. - “I look forward to spending time helping these young 
students in the Jr. FLL program to reach their potential and 
build a solid foundation that will help them throughout their 
lives.”

Charlotte Kirby
Paul Macari
James Magloire
Suzette Magloire
Suzette Recinos
Stephen Rigo
Nancy Rowe

Danielle Simon
Nelly Soto
Eileen B Springer
Lisa A Urbano
Vernon T Veira
Dave Williams
Seema Winsor

Pitney Bowes Supporters . . .



Al Barbarotta – “As the Facilities Manager of the 
Stamford school system for the past several years 
working with the wonderful advisors of Jr. FLL has 
truly been my pleasure .Working with the brilliant 
students who truly represent our great public school 
system has been an honor. Good luck to everyone!”
Sincerely, Al

Debbi and Paul Piedra, FLL and Jr. FLL Coaches -
"Coaching FIRST is rewarding experience and we 
urge you to get involved in some way.  For the kids 
and for yourself.  We have spent many years meeting 
and sharing experience with children of all ages, each 
unique in what they bring to the team.  They may 
never remember who sat next to them in English class 
but they will always remember their teammates from 
FIRST“

Sonya Van Norden - "JFFL is a great way for young 
people to learn teamwork, learn about science, and 
have an opportunity to help solve a problem that 
impacts our environment. And what a way to get 
ready to be part of FLL!“

Eileen Lymus Swerdlick - “…. the Jr. FLL program 
has captured the hearts, hands and imaginations of a 
growing number of elementary students, parent 
volunteers and high school mentors. Jr. FLL brings to 
life the words so often heard about collaboration, 
inclusion and purposeful learning.  Congratulations to 
all our Jr. FLL organizers for opening the doors of 
opportunity to many Stamford students .The essence 
of creating future scientists comes from this kind of 
supportive and fun-filled engagement.”
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Barb Aronica – “The 3rd Annual Jr. FLL EXPO allows 
students of all ages to bond over a unique project 
while bringing various businesses and nonprofit 
organizations together as a team. Like a LEGO model, 
this EXPO is the sum of its parts, creating a wonderful 
experience for our community.”

Joseph Urbano – “I am very happy to see my son 
Kyle involved in Jr. FLL. He seems to enjoy working 
with the kids and helping them out. Last two year were 
a wonderful experience and I enjoyed helping at the 
expo. I really saw the excitement in the children who 
were involved,  they seemed to enjoy building and 
demonstrating their projects.”

Laurie and Lewis Finkel – “This is an extraordinary 
opportunity that we wish was available to our children 
when they were growing up. Making math and science 
interesting is something that our country needs to 
compete in the global economy. Go to the children 
and mentors.  Great job!”

Joseph Zuchelli - Grade 12, Stamford High School -
"Jr. FLL is a great program in that it allows children to 
explore their creativity and learn about science and 
technology in a fun and interactive way. Everyone 
involved benefits from the positive environment that 
Jr. FLL creates. The interaction between high school 
volunteers and elementary school participants is an 
element that greatly contributes to the success and 
excitement of Jr. FLL. “

Kathleen E. Walsh, AICP, President & CEO Stamford 
Partnership Inc. – “Encouraging young minds to think 
critically and creatively is one of Jr.FLL/FLL’s most 
important achievements.  I’m so pleased to have the 
opportunity to support its efforts here in Stamford, and 
to enjoy seeing the students’ inventive applications of 
their skills.”
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